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the 7th to a hill nearer the stockade, the occupation of which was
unsuccessfully opposed by the enemy. On the 8th, the Burmese
occupied the heights in rear of and commanding the battery,
dislodging the troops who had been posted there for its protection,
and frustrating an attempt made to turn their flank. The guns
therefore had to be withdrawn, and the troops being exhausted
by the fatigues they had undergone, and the rains making it every
day more impossible to carry out military operations, Colonel
Innes decided to fall back on Jattrapur. From here the
increasing sickness of the men, constantly exposed to the rains,
and surrounded as they were by swamp and jungle, compelled
a withdrawal to a more healthy situation. The force consequently
retired to Badarpur, ^here it was disposed along the river
either in boats or in elevated places on the banks. The Burmese
remained in their entrenchments, and no further movements took
place on either side during the continuance of the rains. This ter-
minated the first phase of the defensive operations, the results of
which were on the whole satisfactory.

In Assam a considerable advance had been made.    In Cachar

Observations               a *orwar(* position had been maintained,

although the nature of the country, the

state of the weather, and the smallness of the force had prevented
the campaign from closing with the eclat with which it had
opened.

The disaster at Ramu, though it might have been prevented by
the more prompt dispatch of reinforcements, reflected no imputa-
tion on the courage of the regular troops, and except in the loss
of lives, was devoid of important consequences.

In all the operations the Burmese had displayed neither personal
bravery nor military skill. Their whole system of warfare resolved
itself into a series of entrenchments, cleverly contrived no doubt,
and behind which they at times certainly displayed considerable
steadiness and courage, but as they studiously avoided individual
exposure, they were but little formidable in the field as sol-
diers. Neither was much to be apprehended from the generalship
that allowed the victory at Kamu to pass away without the least
effort to take advantage of a crisis of such promise, and which
restricted the fruits of that battle to the construction of a
stockade.